TRAVEL IDEAS

SUMMER
SPLASH
Eight great ways to enjoy the
Great Lakes—from every angle. >>

Kayaking along Wisconsin’s Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore.
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DRIVE THE LAKES.
All along the Great Lakes, lush,
green courses invite golfers to
tee off on fairways sculpted by pounding
whitecaps and blowing sand dunes.
Among the best is the Straits course at
Whistling Straits, carved into the rugged
Lake Michigan shoreline at AAA Five
Diamond-rated The American Club
resort (
) in Kohler,
Wisconsin. This year, the course
earned a spot on Golf Digest’s
“World’s 100 Greatest Golf Courses.”
Across the water in Benton Harbor,
Michigan, the grass-covered dunes of
Harbor Shores play host to the Senior
PGA Championship again and again.
And, further north, Lake Huron and
the Mackinac Bridge compete for
golfers’ attention at Mackinac Island’s
Jewel course.
PREVIOUS PAGE: DANITA DELIMONT/ALAMY; THIS PAGE: KOHLER

Navigating the 12th green of the
Straits course at Whistling Straits.
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LIVE IN A LIGHTHOUSE
(OR JUST VISIT ONE).
Spy freighters on the horizon,
watch a summer storm roll in and
fall asleep to the sound of the surf.
Live the life of a keeper, and preserve
the lights for future generations,
by volunteering at Tawas Point
Lighthouse in East Tawas, Michigan—
and others like it across the Great
Lakes. Or, spend a night or two at
a lighthouse inn. At Two Harbors,
Minnesota, the working lighthouse
inn overlooks the crashing surf
of Lake Superior, while the inn at
Whitefish Point in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula sits beside the mesmerizing
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum.
WALTER BIBIKOW/JAI/CORBIS

Tawas Point Lighthouse
on Lake Huron.
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GET A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW.
Sky-high towers along the
water’s edge provide aquatic
views as far as the eye can see. In
Chicago, you can take in the city’s
best vista while sipping a coffee or
cocktail at John Hancock Center’s
Lavazza Espression Cafe. Located on
the 94th floor, it’s the highest coffee
joint in the Windy City. Or, take in
panoramic views from 103 floors up
on Willis Tower’s glass observation
ledge. In Toronto, the CN Tower’s
EdgeWalk provides unobstructed
views of Lake Ontario from an openair ledge 116 stories up. There’s
nothing but a 5-foot walkway and
a sturdy safety harness separating
you from world-class views—and the
bragging rights to match.
Tap to see the history of
Toronto’s CN Tower (1:50)
NAILBANK/GETTY IMAGES

Twilight view of Toronto
from the CN Tower.
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GO WHERE MAN-MADE
MEETS MARITIME.
Chicago’s gleaming glassand-steel skyline meets sparkling
Lake Michigan along the city’s
Lakefront Trail. Load the verses of
Carl Sandburg into your iPod and
explore the town he dubbed
“City of the Big Shoulders” (in his
poem Chicago). Walk or bike ride
along this 18-mile paved path, which
winds past many of the city’s top sights
and landmarks, including bustling
marinas, the Museum Campus, Navy
Pier, Soldier Field, inviting parks and
golden-sand beaches.
ALAN KLEHR

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail.
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DISCOVER A SMALL TOWN.
Experience lakeside life in
countless villages scattered
along the water’s edge. In Fishtown,
one of Michigan’s few commercial
fishing villages, the air smells of
smoked fish and the docks are lined
with gray, weathered fishing shanties.
Watch tugs unload the day’s catch
before shopping the town’s boutiques
or digging into a plate of freshly
caught whitefish. In charming little
Grand Marais, where Lake Superior
meets Minnesota’s Northwoods,
you’ll find a harbor village with unique
shops—and plenty of access to outdoor pursuits. And, Wisconsin’s Door
County is sprinkled with adorable
small towns like Ephraim, known for
art galleries and flaming fish boils.
GREGORY BOZIK

Along the lakeshore
in Michigan’s Fishtown.
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SKIM THE SURFACE.
There’s nothing like a paddle
to get you up-close and
personal with the Great Lakes.
One of the most scenic spots is
Michigan’s Isle Royale National
Park. Keep a lookout for grazing
moose while kayaking through lily
pad-strewn Tobin Harbor, and end
the day watching the moonrise over
Lake Superior. Other scenic standouts include the sandstone sea caves
of Wisconsin’s Apostle Islands and
Michigan’s sandstone cliff-lined
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.
PER BREIEHAGEN/GETTY IMAGES

Paddling into the sunrise
at Isle Royale National Park.
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SAIL A TALL SHIP.
Relive the days when the white
sails of tall-masted schooners
dotted the Great Lakes. You can hop
aboard Traverse City’s 19th-century
replica schooner Manitou to watch
the sun sink beneath Lake Michigan’s
waves on an evening sail, or join
the crew for a multi-day excursion.
In Milwaukee, the three-masted
schooner S/V Denis Sullivan offers
two-hour cruises and a turn at the
ship’s helm. And, sunset dinner
cruises aboard the Appledore IV out
of Bay City, Michigan, bring tall
ship sailing to Lake Huron.
BRIAN CONFER

The Appledore IV cruising
Michigan’s Saginaw Bay.
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REVEL ON THE SHORE.
What’s better than an
outdoor festival? How about
an outdoor festival with the Great
Lakes as a backdrop? Milwaukee’s
Henry W. Maier Festival Park fills the
Lake Michigan shore with music all
summer, beginning with Summerfest,
billed as the world’s largest music
festival, in early July and ending with
the Indian Summer Festival in early
September. In Duluth, Minnesota,
the likes of Blues Traveler and
Buddy Guy jam at the smokin’
Bayfront Blues Festival on Lake
Superior. And Ohio’s charming
Lakeside Chautauqua celebrates
summer with live music and fireworks
on Lake Erie’s shore.
Plan your route, book
hotels and more using
AAA.com/TripTik.
MILWAUKEE WORLD FESTIVAL, INC./SUMMERFEST

Music fans gather during
the annual Summerfest.

9 of 9

